Dec. 1751]              ALEPPO   TO   BASRA
a pretence for levying sixty or seventy dollars, every week,
for guard money and camel hire; and he was too clear-sighted
and attentive to his own interest to let slip so favourable an
opportunity.
December*. Mounted at seven. Course E.S.E. four hours.
Came to Battan Naum1, where were several good pools.
Thence E. by S. two hours, and reached Battan Canagan2,
which appears as if it was a large rivulet hi the rainy season;
there was at this time plenty of water. Hence proceeded
E.S.E. two hours, over a loose dry land, covered with shrubs.
At three encamped on the plain. The country level, with a
hard barren gravely soil, with fine warm weather.
2D. Decamped at seven. Course S.E. f E. two hours, and
E.S.E. f E. four hours. Came to Battan Shagare3, where we
encamped on the plain. Country and soil as yesterday.
Pleasant weather, with a gentle S.E. breeze. N.B. Several
wells near the camp.
30. Marched off at seven. Course E.S.E. f E. three hours;
then S.E. by E. two hours. It began to rain at ten, which
encreasing, obliged us to encamp at noon on a plain, where
we were met by an express, with letters from Busserah.
Cloudy weather with rain till two.
4TH. Mounted at seven. Course S.E. by E. six hours and
a half, which brought us to Chapda4, where we encamped on
the plain. The soil sandy, and country level, excepting some
eminences which we met with the last hour's march. A
light N.W. breeze, with pleasant weather. No water.
5TH. Decamped at seven. Course E. f N. seven hours,
came to Abuan5, and encamped on the plain. Our people
seem not to know exactly where they are, and to suspect we
are to the southward of Busserah. A hard barren gravely soil,
the country level. A fresh easterly gale. The weather dark
and cloudy, with hard rain from sunset to nine o'clock.
6TH. Movedatseven. Course variable, allowed E.N .E. f E.
1  We have no identification for this.
2  This is doubtless Plaisted's Khui%ha> see p. 70.
3  The wadi named after the local Qasr Shagra.
4  Shabda.
5  Abuan of modern maps.